
 
 

   Maple Lake       
   Improvement 
   District 
 

  NEWSLETTER     
 

    Fall 2025 
 

 

 

 

Website: www.maplelakedistrict.com  /  Email: info@maplelakedistrict.com / Mailing address: PO Box 41, Mentor, MN 56736 
 

2025-2026 Board Members 
President: Loren Abel (2027) 
12039 Maple Lake Dr SE, Mentor, MN 

Ph:  701-741-1147 
 

Vice President: Kip Fontaine (2028) 
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Excessive Weeds in the Lake 

 

 

by factors like climate conditions, the 

lake’s watershed, and age. 
 
 

 
 
 

Because aquatic plants play such an 

important role in a lake’s ecology, the 

DNR advises limiting disturbance to the 

overall plant community. Removal of 

aquatic plants may require a permit from 

the natural resources management 

agency. 
 

Major factors that contribute to aquatic 

plant growth include: 
 
 

--Lakeshore development increases 

nutrients by removing vegetative 

buffers, adding fertilizer to lawns and 

sometimes via leaky septic systems. 
 

--High rainfall events bring surges of 

nutrients into lakes, often leading to algal 

blooms and low water levels from 

drought expands shallow-water areas 

available for additional plant growth. 
 

Things you can do to help mitigate plant 

growth by reducing the amount nutrients 

entering the lake include: 
 

--Don’t use fertilizer containing 

phosphorus, MN prohibits the use of 

phosphorus-containing fertilizers on 

lawns because phosphorus runoff is the  

 

 

 If you encountered an unusual number 

of weeds in the lake this summer, you are 

not alone. 
 

Lakes across the state experienced plenty 

of nuisance weeds this year, according to 

reports from the Minnesota Department 

of Natural Resources and lake weed 

control experts. 
 

In what was a string of unusual weather 

seasons, the conditions seem to have 

been caused by at least a couple 

abnormal factors. 
 

Aquatic experts say that one factor is lack 

of snow cover last winter which can 

make aquatic weeds grow more because 

they are getting more sunlight through 

the ice during the winter. Another is wet 

weather coupled with bursts of heat 

which further accelerated weed growth. 

Shallow lakes and near-shore areas are 

generally more affected by weeds than 

deeper lakes.  
 

 
 

Boat traffic also may stimulate algal 

growth in lakes containing soft-water 

sediments, or organic-rich materials. 

Sediments can include clay, silt, organic 

debris, and chemical precipitates. Their 

specific composition can be influenced 

 
 

main cause of excess algae and weed 

growth. 
 

--Maintain a vegetative buffer along your 

shore to captures nutrients and reduce 

erosion. 

--Clean up after your pet. Pet waste is 

another source of nutrients in lakes.  
 

 
 

Hopefully we have more snow cover this 

winter so the weeds don’t get that extra 

boost of sunlight to grow.   
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Notifications From 

 MLID 
The MLID Board would like to have the 

ability to send out notices to the 

property owners and to send future 

newsletters electronically.  If you would 

like to receive notices and electronic 

newsletters, please go to: 

www.maplelakedistrict.com to sign up.  

The Board would also like to let all 

property owners know that if there are 

concerns, there is a spot on the website 

to send messages to the board.  Follow 

us on Facebook! 
 

 

 

Useful Websites & 

Phone Numbers 
Polk County Planning & Zoning 
Ph: 218-281-5700 

https://www.co.polk.mn.us/196/Planning
-Zoning  
 

 

Polk County Assessor  

Ph:  218-281-4186 
https://www.co.polk.mn.us/171/Assessor 
 

 

Polk County Sheriff 

Ph:  218-281-0431 
https://www.co.polk.mn.us/221/Sheriffs-
Office 
 

 

Minnesota DNR 

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/  
 
 

RMB Labs 

Ph:  218-846-1465 

https://www.rmbel.info/  
 

 

Polk County First Alert System 

https://member.everbridge.net/89280773
6729932/login  

2025 Annual Meeting 

Update 

 Polk County applied for two grants to 

help pay for multi-use trails in the Maple 

Lake Improvement District Area.  One 

from Maple Bay to the Pavilion and one 

from the Pavilion to Mentor.  Both were 

turned down, but were met with 

favorable reviews from the committee. 
 

They felt the biggest problem from 

Maple Bay to the Pavilion was trail 

planning and where future trails would 

be located and how they all tied into a 

bigger plan. 
 

The concern for the grant from the 

Pavilion to Mentor was crossing the 

BNSF Tracks and getting approval to do 

so.  Polk County is also concerned with 

room between the roadway and the two 

cemeteries along Hwy 12. Polk County 

will be working with BNSF to finalize a 

construction agreement/easement across 

BNSF and will also be applying for 

Federal Funds in the future for this 

construction. 
 

Polk County will reapply for state and 

federal grants for both of these projects.

 
 

Biking/Pedestrian Path 

Update 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Maple Lake 

Improvement District was held on July 

12th at the Mentor Community Center. 

Representatives from various agencies 

gave reports: Polk County Sheriff, Polk 

County Assessor, Red Lake Watershed 

and Woodside Township. 

Mike Moore was recognized for  his 

service and completion of 12 years on 

the board and two new board members 

were elected for 4-year terms, Wayne 

Johnson and Derek Thibert. 
 

President Loren Abel gave an annual 

update and Mike Moore gave an update 

on the Bike/Pedestrian Trail project.  
 

 

 

                              

Aerator Installation and 

Safety 

 
  In January of each year, the board installs 

aerators.  Aeration keeps the ice open and 

adds oxygen to the lake to reduce the 

likelihood of a fish kill.  THIN ICE signs 

are installed all around the open water area 

and it is VERY IMPORTANT to keep off 

the ice near the open water!  Do not drive 

snowmobiles near the open water or 

between the open water and the shore! 
 

 

Vacancy on MLID Board in 2026 

If you are interested in serving on the 

board, please contact a board member 

or email info@maplelakedistrict.com 

before June 1, 2026.  
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